








5

Daytime Spinners Show 
‘n’ Tell

County Fair Winners!
Congratulations to a couple of 
our ADWSG members. Carolyn 

Wise and Karen Sadow entered 
their homespun yarns.  It was 

on display at the Home Eco-
nomics area in the Arizona fair-
grounds during the country fair 

week. Karen Sadow won 3 blue ribbons and 1 second 
place for her yarns.  Carolyn Wise took one 1st place 
and one second place for her yarns. 

Fiber Factory Summer Classes
Fiber Factory located in downtown Main street in 
Mesa, has just posted their new classes for the sum-
mer. Classes include Beginning and Intermediate 
Knitting,  Felted Entrelac Bag, Kitchener 101, Amigu-
rumi, Bead Crochet, Freeform Crochet/Knitting, Dye 

Color Theory, Spinning Refresher, Basketweaving, 
Backstrap weaving, Finger Weaving, and many more!

Knit Along and Contest featuring Michelle Hunt 
of Knit Purl Hunt is still coming along. The contest, 
which began in January, features a once a month 
knitting project with different techniques. Weekly 
and monthly prizes will be awarded, leading up to a 
grand prize in July. The winner will receive a weekend 
get-away for two to Seattle including a trip to skacel 
and a $1,000 shopping spree for yarns and needles in 
their warehouse. Check out the link for more infor-
mation: http://www.skacelknitting.com/s.nl/sc.2/
category.55525/.f  Come and get your trekking yarn 
for the project at Fiber Factory!

Fiber Factory is located 216 West Main Street in downtown 
Mesa. Phone number is : 480. 969.4346. For more informa-
tion: http://fiberfactory.com/
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Felted Yurts
Dutch artist and anthropologist, Martien Van Zui-
len, poses compelling questions to the world about 
fiber arts and how they inform society. How have 
communities, people and families structured their 
lives around the fiber resources they create from 
the raw materials that exist in their environments? 

Martien’s story is a far cry from your local art sup-
plies store or gallery exhibit. This adventure story 
starts in Mongolia. In 1997, Martien, a native of 
Holland, went on a four-month study and teaching 
trip from her home in Australia to Europe, Russia 
and Mongolia. All of the regions provided impor-
tant and interesting experiences, but Mongolia 
stopped her in her tracks.  

“In Mongolia, I 
observed and par-
ticipated in the 
traditional process of 
felt-making. I stayed 
in Yurts, and learned 
firsthand about their 
structure, purpose and 
significance in the 
harsh Central Asian 
climate. It was an 
affirming time in a 
magic location. 

I reluctantly left Mongolia, and returned to 
Australia with a wealth of information, dreams 
overflowing with Yurts, and the wish to share my 
experiences with as many people as possible and in 
ways that reflected the sense of community and the 
relevance of Yurts as a familial living environment. 
I wrote several articles, but writing about it just 
didn’t seem enough.  This is when the Australian 
National Yurt Project was born.” 

Martien began building a yurt. She travelled across 
the country enlisting the help of felt makers who 
created long felted strips (up to 26 yards long), us-
ing traditional techniques still used by Mongolian’s 
nomadic populations today. Woodworker Kerry 
Bryan followed authentic Mongolian design and 

construction methods to construct the wooden 
frame. 

The yurt project started in 1997 and was completed 
in 1998. 
Martien 
travelled 
7,500 miles 
(12,000 
kilometers) 
to work 
with felt 
makers on 
its con-
struction. 

During this time, her appreciation of felting’s 
cultural significance deepened.  In her own words, 
“...art is not separate from, but central to life. My 
journey to the roots of felt, and researching its 
beginnings, proved pivotal to subsequent directions 
in my art work and professional interests.” 

The yurt is on permanent tour; it visits schools, 
community festivals and textile-related conferenc-
es. It forms ‘a meeting place at a meeting’ of people, 
creativity and ideas. 

Luckily for the rest of us, Martien Van Zuilen also 
seems to be on permanent tour.  She maintains an 
ambitious teaching schedule, which will include a 
trip to the US in May.  If you are in or near New 
England, I encourage you to attend one of her 
classes at New England Felting Supply. Martien’s 
life is the embodiment of “art into life.”  

Visit Martien’s website: http://www.martienvan-
zuilen.com/  for more information on her where-
abouts and adventures.

Sharon Feeley announced in the last issue on Martien 
Van Zuilen giving 3 felting classes this summer at an-
other professional felter, Sally Hall ’s, studio in Tucson. 
For more information, contact Sharon at 928-776-
8014 or email at sharmc17@yahoo.com 

( Article courtesy of Valley Fiber Life blog: http://valleyfiberlife.
squarespace.com/imported-data/have-yurt-will-travel.html )
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Committees
Historian
Melissa Davis
602.439.0436

madforfiber@cox.net

Librarians
Christine Hunt
623.853.6081

suburbaknit@yahoo.com
&

Gail Baker
602.441.3249

gail_baker@TNC.ORG

Membership
Elaine Rowles
623.979.7518

emrowles@cox.net

Demonstrations/Publicity
Sue Carneal

602.677.6343
jscarneal@aol.com

Hospitality
Eve Smith

480.488.5083
erweaving@earthlink.net

Web Site
Carolyn Wise
602.788.1039

caracolina@gmail.com

Ways & Means
Trish Ryan

602.375.7245
TrishRyan94@yahoo.com

Federation Representative
Beki Welsch

602.997.4512
bekown@yahoo.com

ADWSG WEBSITE:
http:/www.adwsg.org

©

~ Classified Ads  ~

For Sale:
1. AVL Workshop Dobby Loom (WDL) - comes apart for easy traveling. 
Has 24” weaving width and 24 shafts and has had limited use over the past 
four years. Features include:

X-Frame structure, rapid assembly/disas-
sembly
AVL Compu-Dobby III+ Rigid beater 
with wide track for reed
2 sectional warp beams with 2” sections 
(or remove the section hoops and use as a 
standard beam.) Additional structure 2nd 
sectional beam installation
AVL “sticky” front beam, cloth storage 
beam
Stainless steel reed (choice of dent)
CD-ROM user manual plus assembly/use 
instruction on CD/ROM
polyester heddles, hook eye covers.  

 Price at $4000.  An AVL matching bench is 
also available for $75.

2.  Macomber floor loom - weaving width 
is 40”  originally purchased in 1969 with 
4 harnesses, now has 8 and you can add 2 
more.  When it is open it is 37” Height is 49 
1/2 “ deep and 50” wide.  When it is closed 
(back beam and front beam closed) 34”.  
$750 for loom.

Price of looms does not including shipping.  
I am located in North Scottsdale. Contact 
Sybil Yastrow, sybil@yastrow.com  480-488-0523

Loom - I have a 47” Glimakra Standard loom with an overhead 
beater, countremarch action, texsolv tie-up, sectional warp beam, etc.   
for sale. I also have quite an amazing weaving library that I’ve accu-
mulated through the years. Contact Rebecca at 480-941-4880. 

ADWSG Jewelry
Silver logo pins and earrings are available 
for purchase at the monthly meetings.  The 
“sheep with the woven coat” pins are $20, 
and earrings are $40.  See Elaine Rowles to 
purchase them.



Calendar Events

•	 May 6-7, 2011 - Studio 66 Retreat - Forest Home Retreat Center in Forest Falls, CA. Info link: http://www.
studio66retreat.org/

•	 May 28-29, 2011 - Pagosa Springs Fiber Festival - Town Park in Pagosa Springs, CO. Info link: http://www.
pagosafiberfestival.org/ 

•	 June 4 -5, 2011 - Flagstaff Wool Festival, 20th Annual Celebration “Sometimes the Sheep Wins” - Pioneer Museum, 
2340 North Fort Valley Road,Flagstaff, AZ. Info link:  http://www.arizonahistoricalsociety.org/museums/flagstaff.asp 

•	 June 9-12, 2011: Estes Park Wool Market - Estes Park, CO. Info link: http://www.estesparkcvb.com/
•	 June 20 - 24, 2011 - Sheep is Life Celebration - Diné College, Tsailé Campus, Navajo Nation. Register at www.

navajolifeway.org.
•	 July 21 - 24, 2011 - IWC - A Conference for Fiber Artists - Fort Lewis College, Durango, CO - http://www.

intermountainweavers.org/  

MOA DEADLINE
15th of every month 
From August to May

Visit our guild’s website: http:/www.adwsg.org

First Class

c/o H. Charles
6319 E. Lowden Rd.
Cave Creek, AZ 85331

Have a Happy & Safe Summer! 


