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ADWSG Demonstrators 
Starting Up Soon...

 The next sched-
uled events are 
the State Fair, 
October 17th 
through No-
vember 8th, (see 
link:  http://
www.azstatefair.
com/state-fair/azstatefair.aspx ). The Sun-
nyslope Festival in the beginning of No-
vember, dates to be announced.  If interest-
ed or need more information, please contact 
Sue Carneal at 602.677.6343. 
 

5th Tucson Wool Festival
Tucson Wool Festival will be held on Saturday, Octo-
ber 17, 2009 from 9 A.M.-3 P.M. If anyone is inter-
ested in participating as a vendor or instructor or even 
better as a volunteer, contact Kathy now!  No fees for 
booths or teaching. It is publicized in SpinOff and the 
Tucson Home Magazine, as well as through the Tuc-
son’s Visitors’ Center. New this year will be a spinning 
competition. The current project for the raffle by the
Freeform Spinners of Tucson is a freeform, knitted, 
crocheted and woven lap blanket with Merino and 
Rambouillet wool in natural colors. Proceeds of the 
raffle will go to a local charity. Danny Smith will be 
coming from Missouri and is available for shearing at 
other ranches/farms.
Email Kathy at jmarckathy@aol.com, call 520-572-
3758, or check the website: www.uniquedesignsby-
kathy.com for additional information.

Southwest Fiber Festival
The Southwest Fiber Festival will be held on Satur-
day, October 24th, 2009 from 10 am - 4 pm. A day 
long Festival of Fun and Fiber on the grounds
of the beautiful Amado Territory Ranch, located just 
30 minutes south of Tucson at 3001 E.
Frontage Road, Amado, Arizona (at I-19 & Exit #48, 
Arivaca Road). Our 2009 schedule will
include a pre-day of classes on October 23rd.
Check our website: www.southwestfiberfestival.com 
to see the 2009 festival information as it is
confirmed. 

Scottsdale Hyperbolic Crochet 
Coral Reef  Project a Success!

The Scottsdale Hyperbolic Crochet Coral Reef Project 
ended its exhibit on July 11, 2009 in the Gallery at the 
Scottsdale Civic Cen-
ter Library. It was a 
beautiful event on the 
final days of its dis-
play. So many colorful 
crocheted reefs and so 
many different sizes 
and shapes. It was a 
sight to see!

Many of those who 
were involved in the 
Scottsdale Coral Reef 
were listed on this 
board. We had many of 
our ADWSG members 
who contributed in this 
project. Congratula-
tions to all those who 
participated.

Editorial Update: 
Scottsdale Public Art is 
negotiating a venue for 
the return of the Cro-
chet Coral Reef with a 
possible installation in 
the fall with a run until 
the end of the year. (re-
ported in the Scottsdale 
Republic, Aug. 20th)
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Reminder to take a 
look at the ADWSG 
Library. We have 
many resources to 
learn more about 
weaving, spinning 
and other fiber 

related topics. 
DVDs, VHS videos, 
magazines, books  
are available for 
check out. See Sue 
Garber for more 
information.

4,000 Year Old Dye Found on Egyptian Artifact 
It’s earliest evidence of extracting dye from plant to get pigment
  
By Randolph E. Schmid
Associated Press; Aug 10, 2009

WASHINGTON - Four thousand years ago Egyptians 
had mastered the process of making madder, a red dye, 
according to a researcher who uncovered the earliest 
known example of the color still used today.

Refining a technique that allows the study of microscopic 
bits of pigment, Marco Leona of the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York was able to analyze the color 
of a fragment of leather from an ancient Egyptian quiver.

The discovery that the color was madder is the earliest 
evidence for the complex chemical knowledge needed to 
extract the dye from a plant and turn it into a pigment, 
Leona reports in Tuesday’s edition of Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Science.
Story continues below ↓advertisement | your ad here

The find is some 700 years earlier than any previously 
known use of madder, which became highly popular in 
the Middle Ages and provides many of the red shades and 
glazes in the work of the Dutch painter Johannes Vermeer.

“Tracing the use of organic colorants offers a way 
to follow trade routes, identify relations among 
archaeological objects, detect forgeries and attribute 
works of art,” Leona wrote.

Leona refined a technique called Raman spectroscopy, 
which relies on the scattering of light to study 
materials. That process is not generally suitable for 
studying madder or some other dyes, but Leona 
enhanced the result using tiny metal particles that 
could amplify the findings and detect even very low 
levels of chemicals.

In addition to tracing madder, he was able to identify 
as kermes the red in the painting “St. John the Baptist 
Bearing Witness,” from the workshop of Francesco 
Granacci in the early 1500s in Florence, Italy. Kermes 
was a dye made from the bodies of insects and 
was common in Europe before the importation of 
cochineal from the New World.

And the red color in the Morgan Madonna, dated at 
between 1150 and 1210, turned out to be based on 
lac dye, which originated in Asia and may have been 
imported to southern Europe by Muslim traders.

This is the first documented example of lac dye in 
European art before the 15th century, according to 
Leona. He noted that this sculpture was originally 
housed in the French region Auvergne, which borders 
Provence, where commercial records from a few 
decades later record importation of lac.

Karen Trentelman of the Getty Conservation Institute 
in Los Angeles welcomed the findings.

Such work demonstrates how “fundamental scientific 
research of works of art and cultural heritage materials 
can impact our understanding of past societies and 
cultures,” said Trentelman, who was not involved in 
Leona’s research.

The research was funded by the National Science 
Foundation, the Camille and Henry Dreyfus 
Foundation, the David H. Koch Foundation and the 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.

Copyright 2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. 
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Committees

Historian
Melissa Davis
602.439.0436

history@adwsg.org

Librarian
Sue Garber

602.482.4255
library@adwsg.org

Membership
Elaine Rowles
623.979.7518

members@adwsg.org

Demonstrations/
Publicity

Sue Carneal
602.677.6343

demo-pub@adwsg.org

Hospitality/Web 
Site

Eve Smith
480.488.5083

hospitality@adwsg.org

Federation 
Representative

Anita Bellinger
602.485.9757

library@adwsg.org

ADWSG WEBSITE:
http:/www.adwsg.org

THE FIBER FACTORY
The Southwest’s Most Complete Yarn

Yarn, accessories, equipment& classes for:
Knitting, Weaving, Spinning, Crochet,Tatting, Basketry, Bobbin Lace, & 

Navajoweaving.

216 W. Main St, Mesa, AZ 85201
480.969.4346

Out of area: 888.969.9276
e-mail: yarn@fiberfactory.com

Visit our website: www.fiberfactory.com

©



Calendar Events

•	 Sept. 5 - 6 - Weaving Workshop;  2 day workshop taught by Lucinda Baloo at Red Horse Ranch in Concho, AZ ; Con-
tact Kathleen Mendes  at kraemendes@yahoo.com. See link: http://weavinginbeauty.com/workshops/lucinda-baloo-to-
teach-weaving-seminar-in-concho-arizona

•	 Sept. 26 - 28 - Earth’s Palette: Natural Colors for Fiber & Fabric;  held in Taos New Mexico; For more information: 
www.taoswoolfestival.org.

•	 Oct. 3-4 - Annual Wool Festival  in Taos, New Mexico. See link: http://www.taoswoolfestival.org/
•	 October 11 - 15 - Gathering of the Weavers of the Americas, Cusco, Peru. Link: http://www.textilescusco.org/
•	 Oct. 17 - Tucson Wool Festival from 9 - 3 pm; For more information: http://www.uniquedesignsbykathy.com/
•	 Oct. 24 - Southwest Fiber Festival from 10 to 4 pm at the Amado Territory Ranch. More information at: http://

www.southwestfiberfestival.com/

MOA DEADLINE
15th of every month 
from August to May

Visit our guild’s website: http:/www.adwsg.org

First Class

c/o H. Charles
14015 N. 94th St. 
#2075
Scottsdale, AZ 85260


