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From the president’s desk...
Arizona Desert Weavers and Spinners Guild members welcome to a new year!
Some of you have been members for a time and have little idea of how this organization functions; 
I will attempt to shed a little light.  If you want more information please contact me or any of the 
officers, all are listed with contact information in the MOA.

 Arizona Desert Weavers and Spinners Guild, Inc. is a 501 C3 corporation. I will skip the legal jar-
gon that goes on for pages and say that the purpose is to promote interest and skill in weaving and 
spinning by making available knowledge, instruction, training and inspiration through workshops, 
exhibits, public meetings and other activities.  We are a nonprofit corporation; the board seeks each 
year to raise enough money to cover the expenses of the guild, rent, supplies, newsletter, web site, 
speakers and workshops. A copy of the financial statement is available from the Treasurer.   We are 
governed by a set of by-laws.  The by-laws were last amended in 2005.  Upon request a copy of the 
by-laws are available from the Membership chairperson.

On the first Saturday in April the annual meeting of the corporation is held for the election of 
President, Vice President of Programs, Vice President of Workshops, Secretary, and Treasurer.  
These officers serve for one year starting at the beginning of the new fiscal year on June 1.  The 
remaining officers, Editor, Librarians, Membership, Demonstrations/Publicity, Hospitality, Web 
Master, Ways and Means and Federation Representative, are appointed by the president.  All these 
officers, along with the Chairman of each interest group, make up the board that meets a mini-
mum of twice a year to conduct the business of the guild.  Any member may attend any and all 
board meetings and offer input.

ADWSG currently has four Interest groups; Wonderful Weavers, Daytime Spinners, Inkle, and 
Serendipitous Spinners.  Interest Groups may be formed at anytime according to the needs of the 
Guild members.  Any group of members having a common interest may form such an Interest 
Group and shall constitute its members.  They shall notify the Board of their formation, be finan-
cially responsible, elect their own Chairman and notify the Board at their dissolution.  Information 
on Interest groups is available in the MOA and at the guild web site www.adwsg.org .  All interest 
groups are open to any member.

I hope each of you will be instructed, trained, inspired and gain knowledge in your craft this year 
and take the opportunity to make this your organization by serving wherever your interests lie.
  
Anita Bellinger
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Coming in October...
 “Intro To Ergonomics for the Fiber Arts”

by Karen Piegorsch
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Karen Piegorsch is a 
social entrepreneur and 
ergonomics consultant 
in Tucson, Arizona.  Her 
passion to 
help artisans 
empower 
themselves 
has been 

a driving force for the spread of 
ergonomics knowledge, creativity, 
and enhanced skills into artisan 
communities in Guatemala.  Karen 
is leader of the design team that 
created the award-winning ergo-
nomic bench for backstrap weavers, 
and founder of Synergo Arts.  She 
has 30 years of
professional experience and a 
transdisciplinary background:  a 

PhD in public health promotion and educa-
tion, an M.S. in industrial engineering and er-
gonomics, and a B.S. in physical therapy.  Her 
career has included over 20 years of private 

ergonomics consulting 
for a variety of manu-
facturing, office and 
studio environments, 
ten years on faculty 
in the Department of 
Environmental Health 
Sciences at the Univer-
sity of South Carolina, 
and clinical work.  Her 
recent articles on ergo-
nomics have appeared in 
Ergonomics in Design, 
Hand/Eye, Handwoven 
and Fiberarts maga-
zines.

October Speaker ~ Karen Piegorsch

“Our purpose is to help
artists and artisans
around the world

maximize their health,
income, performance,
productivity, creativity,
and art or craft quality.
We do this through a
grassroots approach

to developing and
delivering resources in
ergonomics education,
consulting, and design.”

Source from: http://www.synergo-
arts.org/

Seeking Fiber Artists! 
Scottsdale Public Art is coordinating a juried fibers exhibition for Scottsdale Sister City, Cairns Australia. We’re 
looking for fiber artists in the valley who could contribute artwork. Scottsdale will ship, and there is talk that 
Cairns will be producing a catalog. See the application for details. However, it’s a very short time frame, jury oc-
curs Sept 10. Need art by Sept 7.

Do you know any fiber artists who you could recommend? Please pass along this info, have anyone you think 
would be a good candidate contact me directly.

Thanks so much
Wendy Raisanen
Exhibitions and Collections Manager
Scottsdale Public Art
7380 E. 2nd St
Scottsdale AZ 85251
p 480-874-4679 f 480-874-4655
http://www.facebook.com/scottsdalepublicart
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INTEREST GROUPS

SERENDIPITOUS SATURDAY 
SPINNERS

This group’s meeting takes place 
after the Guild meeting on the first 
Saturday of the month until 2 or 
3 p.m. Bring your wheel, spindle 
and current project and lunch or be 
prepared to go out to eat or fetch 
lunch back to the meeting. Susan 
Clark 602-495-9275 is the contact 
person.

DAYTIME SPINNERS

First Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. at 
Northtown Community Center, 
2202 E. Waltann Lane, Phx, 85022. 
Bring your lunch/beverage, and join 
us for a day of spinning. Contact 
Georgian Ferrante. georgianf@
cox.net or 480-948-3705 for more 
information. All levels of spinners are 
welcome.

HODGE PODGE KNITTERS

New Knitters group starting up 
this season!  Contact Carol Eggers 
at 602.354.4095 or email: 
c.eggers@cox.net for more 
information.

WONDER!!!FUL WEAVERS 
STUDY GROUP

For times, location and  meetings, 
contact Chairperson Sybil Yastrow 
for more information sybil@yastrow.
com or 480-488-0523.

Fiber-related Blogs

Spin In Public  - http://www.facebook.com/event.
php?eid=105420532835552 -  here’s a link to sign up to join World Wide Spin 
In Public Day on Facebook. Public forum to see who all is attending and active 
chat board to keep in touch. 

Turnip Spindle? - http://www.education.com/activity/article/drop-spindle-
turnip/ -  this is a unique spindle making page using a turnip! A fun activity to 
do with kids. 

Items For Sale /Wanted Ads

For Sale: 54” Fireside Loom (for Fiber Artists) - Built In Deadwood, 
Oregon 1982, 8 Harness, 10 Treddle, Dual Section at Warping Beam (2” 
Sections), Over Head Castle, Flying Shuttle, Solid Eastern Oak. Includ-
ed with loom: Shuttles, Tension Box, & More. It is in excellent condition 
and has been treated as a piece of furniture as well as a production loom 
by the original owner. The loom is designed to fold up to fit through a 
standard width door way.

Contact Andrew Kristich - toyhunters@yahoo.com. Located in East 
Mesa

For Sale: Ashford Traditional Spinning Wheel, Ashford Niddy Noddy, 
Wool Carders - asking $180 for all 

Leclerc Table top loom - 24” 4 harness,  asking $400

Please if anyone is interested - I am flexible. I am located near 43rd Ave 
and Greenway in Phoenix. Contact Susanne Schmidt at 480-720-4299
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Coming in October : 

Karen Piegorsch, President and Founder of Synergo Arts
Presents   

INTRO TO ERGONOMICS FOR THE FIBER ARTS

Look for more details next month.

The Spinner’s Lead at Black Sheep Gathering this 
year was really something.  Seeing a fiber animal 

next to a finished product is captivating...

As a spinner who’s been spinning just over a year, I 
spent months eagerly anticipating my first trip to 
Black Sheep Gathering with a few other local fiber 
friends.  For those of you not familiar with Black 
Sheep Gathering 
it’s an annual fiber 
festival that takes 
place in Eugene, 
Oregon.  The 
gathering has had 
a rich history since 
the mid 70’s and 
seems to con-
tinue to get larger 
every year.  I was particularly impressed by how many 
people dedicate so much of their own personal time 
and energy to pull off such a feat.  What does a new 
spinner do at a fiber festival?  Take classes, of course.  
My first class was Spinning Cotton with Paula Shull.  
Ms. Shull introduced us to so many different types of 
cotton, many of which aren’t available any longer.  I 
had never tried to spin cotton and it really isn’t that 
difficult.  It’s my experience that newer spinners are 

often intimidated by such a short staple, seemingly 
inflexible fiber, when we maybe shouldn’t be.  The next 
day I took a natural dyeing class with mushrooms and 
soon realized that I probably wouldn’t be utilizing 
mushrooms, in Arizona, for dyeing.  Later that day, I 
took a spinning cashmere class from Cynthia Heeren.  
I hadn’t had a lot of experience with cashmere and 
after spinning cotton for more than six hours the day 
before, cashmere was a breeze.  It was wonderful to 
experience a couple of different cashmere blends.  

I concluded my weekend of learning with two classes 
taught by Judith Mackenzie, Spinning Primitive 
Breeds and Spinning Angora.  This was the first time I 
had taken class with Ms. Mackenzie and every second 
of class was a new tasty tidbit.  I enjoyed every morsel 
of knowledge she shared with the class. 

Black Sheep Gathering 2010 
by Jodie Welsenberg

Spinning Cashmere

Angora Goats
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In addition to all of the classes, I visited a variety of 
vendors.  Met and mingled with fiber people both vis-
iting from Arizona, traveling from other locations and 
those who are local to the area.  Being introduced to 
a variety of sheep and goats, I couldn’t help but spend 
some time trying to figure out how I could bring them 
home to live at my house in Central Phoenix.  

I spent time spinning, knitting, chatting, learning. 
laughing and dreaming.  Dreaming of those projects 
that I would get to once I got home. 

Black Sheep Gathering happens annually in June.  If 
you haven’t had a chance to make it up to the annual 
gathering, I highly recommend you consider a trip to 
the cooler weather for fun, fiber and friends.

Yarn News from Fiber Factory
http://fiberfactory.com/

We have managed to acquire a share in the Dream in Color 
Yarns “Dream Club.” This is a special, very limited edi-
tion of their hand dyed sock yarns. We’ll get a shipment 
each month from August thru May and when they’re gone, 
they’re gone!

The August Dream-in-Color Yarns “Dream Club”  yarn is 
here!  Flash Dyed sock yarn-Very limited quantity!

Yarns On Stage: Ten quality hand-dyers are each creating 
exclusive, limited-edition sock yarn to be unveiled on Oc-
tober 16th, at the Fiber Factory. The dyers are developing 
special blends of color for this one-time special. Only
400 yarns stores in the country will have these yarns.

Fall yarns are scheduled to arrive in October and Novem-
ber. We’ll keep you updated when new yarns arrive by 
e-mail.

Fiber Factory is located in Mesa, AZ. Address: 216 W. Main St., 
Mesa, AZ 85201
Phone: 480-969-4346
Out of Area: 888-969-9276

AZ State Fair Entry Book Now Online! 
The AZ State Fair entry book is now on line.  
Go to www.azstatefair.com, click on Entries, 
then Competitive Entries, then Creative Crafts 
& Collections.  Although they have yet to send 
me the paperwork to renew our sponsorship,
they did advertise the Mary Belle weaving 
award and the ADWSG spinning award.  So 
start thinking about entering some items and 
winning $75.00. (Contributed by Sue Carneal, 
Committee of Demonstration/Publicity)

Dyeing with Mushrooms Workshop

Daytime  Spinners 
Location Update

The Daytime Spinners will meet the first 
Wednesday of the month at their new location  
in the Northtown Community Center, 2202 
E. Waltann Lane, Phx, 85022.  Meeting starts 
at 10 am.  Members bring their own lunch and 
beverage. All levels of spinners are welcome.  
Contact Georgian Ferrante @ georgianf@cox.
net for more info.
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HOLIDAY SHOPPING SEASON KICK-OFF
By Jan Lundstrom

We all look forward to creating all the wonderful and creative Holiday Baskets for our Annual Holiday 
Christmas Basket Auction.  And our auction has grown and now provides the guild with our best revenue 
stream. Yet perhaps you have heard comments…

“The auction takes too long!”

“There aren’t enough hand-made items!”

“Couldn’t we do something different?”

“The prices are too high/we have money in the bank!”

You will be glad to know that your Board of Directors listened.  We are revamping the format of our annual 
December fund raiser.  However, although we do have some money in the bank, we feel that to insure good 
programs, contribute to our educational mission and maintain our library and rental equipment, we must 
preserve this revenue stream.  Even though it is still 100+ degrees we need to plan ahead to accomplish these 
changes.

This year we ask for donated baskets of hand-made or fiber-related items or food.  (Remember the decadent 
fudge and the wonderful caramel corn?)  These baskets will be displayed for silent auction.  We will have 
donation forms at the October and November meetings and ask that you turn them in so that we have a fairly 
complete “catalog” prior to the actual December meeting.  Naturally to preserve the spontaneity of our creative 
members these donation forms will also be available in December but your wonderful donations will not be 
listed in the catalog.

Because our December meeting would absolutely not be complete without the annual “performance” of our 
stellar auctioneer, Susan Clark, we plan to auction four to seven baskets depending on donations.  We are 
hoping each of our study groups can contribute a basket.  In addition the guild receives gift certificates from 
Fiber Factory based on the amount of business we have given them.  We customarily use these certificates to 
construct auction baskets.

We think this plan will give us more time to nosh and visit and provide a pleasant holiday season kick-off.  

As a reminder the hospitality is the responsibility of all members and we ask you for Christmas goodies.  Also 
don’t forget to plan to make your payment by check.  

It ’s going to be lots of fun and it is a major help to our guild.  Tell your friends and neighbors about the won-
derful merchandise and the good time!  What am I bid?!

The Textile Workshop at Camphill Village Kimberton Hills [a 501(c)3 non-proft] is in need of 
natural fiber yarn including wool, silk, linen, bamboo, rayon, cotton. If you have old yarn stock that, by giv-
ing it away, would free up space, it would be much appreciated and put to good use. Any donations would 
be tax-deductible. With the current financial climate, we more than ever need your contributions. Please 
consider making an in-kind gift of natural fibers and threads. If you have any questions or would like to 
come and visit our weavery and fiber arts studio, call 610-935-8660.To learn more about our community, 
visit us @ www.camphillkimberton.org.  

Thank you for your consideration. 
Felicity Jeans
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Committees

Historian
Melissa Davis
602.439.0436

madforfiber@cox.net

Librarians
Christine Hunt
623.853.6081

suburbaknit@yahoo.com
&

Gail Baker
602.441.3249

gail_baker@TNC.ORG

Membership
Elaine Rowles
623.979.7518

emrowles@cox.net

Demonstrations/
Publicity
Sue Carneal
602.677.6343

jscarneal@aol.com

Hospitality/Web Site
Eve Smith

480.488.5083
erweaving@earthlink.net

Federation 
Representative

Carol Eggers
602.354.4095

c.eggers@cox.net

ADWSG WEBSITE:
http:/www.adwsg.org

THE FIBER FACTORY
The Southwest’s Most Complete Yarn

Yarn, accessories, equipment& classes for:
Knitting, Weaving, Spinning, Crochet,Tatting, Basketry, Bobbin 

Lace, & Navajoweaving.

216 W. Main St, Mesa, AZ 85201
480.969.4346

Out of area: 888.969.9276
e-mail: yarn@fiberfactory.com

Visit our website: www.fiberfactory.com

©



First Class

c/o H. Charles
6319 E. Lowden Rd.
Cave Creek, AZ 85331

Calendar Events

•	 September18, 2010 - World Wide Spin In Public Day -  http://www.wwsipday.com/
•	 October 4 - 10 -  Handweavers Guild of America Celebrates Spinning and Weaving Week - http://www.weavespindye.

org/pages/?p=sww.html&loc=1-50-00
•	 October 29 - 30, 2010 - Southwest Fiber Festival - Amado, Arizona - http://www.southwestfiberfestival.com/
•	 Novermber 6, 2010 - Tucson Wool Festival - Tucson, Arizona - http://www.uniquedesignsbykathy.com/12794.html
•	 July 21 - 24, 2011 - IWC - A Conference for Fiber Artists - Fort Lewis College, Durango, CO - http://www.

intermountainweavers.org/  

MOA DEADLINE
15th of every month 
from August to May

Visit our guild’s website: http:/www.adwsg.org


